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ANNOTATION
The paper presents the results of experimental studies of the device for combined massage of

the udder of heifers. The data that allow us to recommend the main technological parameters during
the operation of the device  the amount of vacuum acting on the udder tissues of the animal and the
massage time-on the basis of the rheopletismographic test are presented. At the same time, these
parameters were studied in relation to the period of pregnancy of heifers. It is experimentally
confirmed that for almost all the studied animals, the pain sensitivity limit is in the zone limited by the
impedance recovery time of 20 minutes. It is recommended to divide the process of preparing heifers
for lactation into two periods, which differ from each other by the amount of vacuum load exerted by
the massage device on the udder of heifers. The first of them can be completed in 30 days, and the
second-7-10 days before the calving of the animal. The working pressure (vacuum) in the massage
device in the first and second periods should not exceed 20 and 10 kPa, respectively.

.
Key words: mammary glands, heifers, massage machine, combined massage, airless load,

reoplethysmograph.
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