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ANNOTATION
The territory of Western Kazakhstan is presented by a combination of broken and fixed sands,

interhillock and swale features occupied with dry-type playa, saline soils or mixed herbs wormwood
associations. Anthropogenic activity in this territory has introduced serious amendments in the
dynamics of vegetable cover, its specific structure and efficiency. In particular, the area of eroded and
degraded pastures has sharply increased, pasturable loading has increased, soil-feeding capacity and
quality of forage has decreased. Here pastures occupy about 80% of the zone space. They are initial
base and material basis of sheep breeding - main direction of agriculture. However, pasturable loading
which has amplified in recent years has changed natural balance and, in connection with the increased
vulnerability of semi-arid and arid ecosystems, promotes their degradation and desertification. All this
could not but affect a condition of semidesertic pastures. These processes cause threat to the wellbeing
of livestock production and destabilize habitat of the population, and disturbing tendencies demand
implementation of deep analysis of semidesertic pastures condition, identification of the reasons
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causing their degradation and development of effective actions for rational use taking into account
features of the main types of pasturable ecosystems.

Expediency of moderated (65-75% browsing) use of pastures was determined by the
researches. With the intensive use of pastures, the agrochemical and agrophysical indicators of the soil
cover of the pastures have deteriorated.
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